
PAUL   BLAKE  
USA    +1803-218-9455     VN    0785758619     info@baenglish.com  

EXPERIENCE:   

3/2021   –   PRESENT     Lecturer,    (USSH),   VNU-HCM   Center   for   International   Education   (CIE)  
■ Teach   News   Reporting   and   Writing   1,   Spring   2021  
■ Member   of   teaching   board   for   Deakin   University,   Australia’s   joint   program   in   journalism   

 
2/2016   –   PRESENT       Online   English   teacher,    VIPKID  

■ Taught   more   than   4,000   classes   while   maintaining   a    5/5   rating    from   parents  
■ Participated   in   the   VIPKID   mentor   program,   promoting   excellence   in   teaching  

 
9/2015   –   1/2021        Lecturer ,   UNIVERSITY   OF   SOCIAL   SCIENCES   AND   HUMANITIES,   VIETNAM  

■ Taught   English   For   Journalism,    Fall   2020  
■ Taught   English   For   Journalism,   Fall   2017  
■ Guest   lecturer   for   English   For   Journalism,   Fall   2015  
■ Taught   news   writing,   reporting   and   created    course   curriculum  

 
5/2015   –   3/2016     English   teacher ,   KOREAN   INTERNATIONAL   SCHOOL,   HCMC  

■ Taught   Korean   high   school   students   English   and   speaking   like   a   native   speaker  
■ Led   Saturday   newspaper   club   and   advised   students   on   the   production   of    Link ,   the  

student   newspaper  
■ Incorporated   common   core   standards   into   lessons  

09/2011-   12/2014    Marketing   Director ,   THANH   NIEN   NEWSPAPER-   VIETWEEK  
■ Created   in-house    promotions    with   the   advertising   department  
■ Created   and   proofed   print   advertisements  
■ Proofed   editorial   copy  
■ Account   Executive   for   international   clients  

 
08/2005-   09/2011    Publisher   &   Owner ,    COLUMBIA   CITY   PAPER,   LLC  

■ Wrote   monthly    investigative   features  
■ Managed   advertising   sales   representatives   and   annual   revenue   goals  
■ Published   local   newsweekly   that   reached   70,000   readers   each   issue  

EDUCATION  
■ University   of   West   Florida,   Teacher   Ready,   U.S.A.   teacher   certification   course,   August  

2015   
■ University   of   South   Carolina,   Columbia   S.C.,   Bachelor   of   Arts   in   Journalism   and   Mass  

Communications,   August   2000  
■ Says-Hi   TESOL,   150+   hours,   October   2013  

https://www.baenglish.com/paul-b-teacher-introduction/
https://www.baenglish.com/english-for-journalism-2020-course-completion/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10uYfXs995lfCs4gu_KDoU70HAKzHkanbYI6R5tM36Ak/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMCQtwqhy7I
http://expathacks.blogspot.com/p/stories_14.html


 

SKILLS:  

ADVERTISING/CREATIVITY/LEADERSHIP  

·Awarded   Semi-Finalist   at   the   2003   South   Carolina   Arts   Commission   Film   Festival  

·Awarded   “Best   Performance”   at   the   2002   Colossal   Film   Festival  

·Selected   for   the   2000   American   Advertising   Federation   competition  

·Received   16   percent   of   the   vote   for   the   S.C.   House   of   Representatives   in   November   2000   election  



Letters   of   reference:  
______ 

___  



August   30,   2018       DEAR   SIR   OR   MADAM  

I  unequivocally  recommend  Mr.  Paul  Blake  for  an  English  teaching  position.  As  to  my  credentials,  I  am  the                   
former  program  manager  of  the  South  Carolina  SmartState  Program,  a  multi-billion-dollar  economic             
development  academic  research  program;  I  am  currently  an  academic  program  manager  for  the  University               
of  South  Carolina.  My  education  background  includes  ancient  languages,  and  I  have  also  worked  as  an                 
editor  for  major  media  organizations.  Thus,  I  believe  I  am  qualified  to  judge  another  person’s  general                 
language   skills.  

I  have  known  Mr.  Blake  for  approximately  one  decade.  I  met  him  in  his  capacity  as  the  owner  and  editor  of                      
a  weekly  newspaper  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina.  We  have  remained  in  regular  contact  during  the  past  few                  
years  in  which  he  has  lived  in  Asia,  speaking  several  times  per  week  by  telephone.  We  have  also  visited                    
personally   during   his   return   trips   to   the   United   States.  

Mr.  Blake  has  an  extraordinary  talent  for  marketing  and  IT  development,  in  addition  to  his  general                 
organizational  and  editorial  skills.  I  am  aware  that  he  has  taught  English  as  a  second  language  for  the  past                    
several  years.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  these  schools  at  which  he  taught  would  provide  glowing  references                   
of  his  abilities  and  skills,  as  well  as  his  dedication  to  his  students.  In  truth,  I  know  of  no  person  who  has                       
more   resourcefulness,   deliberateness   and   perseverance   than   Mr.   Blake.   

Also,  not  every  person  is  equipped  to  live  an  expatriate  life;  Mr.  Blake  has  proven  himself  in  this  manner                    
over  the  past  few  years,  adapting  to  the  customs  of  his  host  countries.  He  would  make  an  honorable                   
representative  of  the  United  States  serving  at  your  language  center.  Mr.  Blake  will  rise  to  the  occasion  of                   
any   assignment,   I   assure   you.   I   UNRESERVEDLY   recommend   Mr.   Blake.  

Most   sincerely,  

Arik   Bjorn  

1001   True   Street   Columbia,   SC   29209  

auggiebjorn@sc.rr.com  

 



August   30,   2018  

TO   WHOM   THIS   MAY   CONCERN,  

I  would  like  to  recommend  Mr.  Paul  Blake  for  a  teaching  position  at  your  school.  I’ve  known  Paul  for  15                     
years  and  have  long  been  impressed  with  his  entrepreneurship  in  the  field  of  journalism  and  his  command                  
of  the  English  language.  I’ve  worked  as  an  investigative  reporter  for  more  than  10  years,  and  I’ve  won  more                    
than  three  dozen  awards,  including  the  Molly  National  Journalism  Prize,  the  international  Data  Journalism               
Award,  and  the  John  Jay  College/H.F.  Guggenheim  Excellence  in  Criminal  Justice  Reporting  Award.  I  am                
also  a  two-time  finalist  for  the  prestigious  Livingston  Awards  for  Young  Journalists.  I  am  now  an                 
investigative  reporter  with  Al  Jazeera  Media  Network,  reporting  for  and  producing  documentaries  for  Al               
Jazeera  English  and  Al  Jazeera  America.  I  believe  my  experience  in  journalism,  including  reporting  in  Asia,                 
qualifies  me  well  to  determine  whether  someone  would  succeed  in  teaching  English  to  Asian  students.  With                 
this   in   mind,   I   unreservedly   recommend   Paul   for   a   teaching   position.  

In  addition  to  his  command  of  the  English  language  and  his  previous  track  record  of  teaching  in  Vietnam,                   
Paul  has  demonstrated  hard  work  ethics,  leadership,  integrity,  resourcefulness  and  flexibility  throughout  his              
career.  Long  before  the  implosion  of  the  business  model  for  journalism  made  entrepreneurs  of  every                
journalist,  Paul  was  at  the  vanguard  of  finding  a  way  to  fund  important  public  interest  journalism  through  his                   
weekly  newspaper,  Columbia  City  Paper,  which  during  its  time  was  a  newspaper  that  had  tremendous                
impact  in  South  Carolina.  Among  Paul’s  greatest  strength  is  his  ability  to  succeed  in  any  environment  and                  
deal  admirably  with  challenging  situations.  While  running  his  newspaper  in  South  Carolina,  he  successfully               
dealt  with  having  both  meager  resources  and  ambitious  goals,  making  a  mark  in  the  local  journalism                 
community   despite   having   a   shoestring   budget.  

In  Vietnam,  he  successfully  overcame  cultural  differences  to  quickly  establish  bonds  with  his  students  and                
foster  and  an  environment  most  conducive  to  learning  the  English  language.  I  hope  you  will  give  Paul                  
serious  consideration  for  your  English  teaching  position.  I  know  he  will  succeed  admirably  if  chosen  and                 
serve  as  a  model  for  future  ESL  teachers  at  your  school.  Should  you  have  any  questions,  please  do  not                    
hesitate   to   email   me   or   call    +1   813-421-0195 .  

Sincerely,  

Trevor   Aaronson  

taaronson@gmail.com  

mailto:taaronson@gmail.com

